
2126 Dec. 5 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2006 

(iii) not later than 180 days after the date 
of this order, consistent with section 
313 of the Homeland Security Act of 
2002, as amended (6 U.S.C. 193), es-
tablishing and making available to 
Federal, State, local, and tribal gov-
ernment entities, and private sector 
owners and operators of surface trans-
portation systems, lists of available 
technologies and products relating to 
the protection of surface transpor-
tation; and 

(f) use security grants authorized by law 
to assist in implementing security require-
ments and security guidelines issued pursu-
ant to law and consistent with subsection (c) 
of this section. 

Sec. 4. Duties of Heads of Other Agencies. 
Heads of agencies, as appropriate, shall pro-
vide such assistance and information as the 
Secretary may request to implement this 
order. 

Sec. 5. General Provisions. This order: 

(a) shall be implemented consistent with 
applicable law and the authorities of agen-
cies, or heads of agencies, vested by law, and 
subject to the availability of appropriations; 

(b) shall not be construed to impair or oth-
erwise affect the functions of the Director 
of the Office of Management and Budget re-
lating to budget, administrative, and legisla-
tive proposals; and 

(c) is not intended to, and does not, create 
any rights or benefits, substantive or proce-
dural, enforceable at law or in equity by a 
party against the United States, its agencies, 
instrumentalities, or entities, its officers, em-
ployees, or agents, or any other person. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
December 5, 2006. 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
11:43 a.m., December 6, 2006] 

NOTE: This Executive order was published in the 
Federal Register on December 7. 

Remarks Following a Meeting With 
the Iraq Study Group 
December 6, 2006 

I just received the Iraq Study Group re-
port, prepared by a distinguished panel of 
our fellow citizens. I want to thank James 
Baker and Lee Hamilton and the panel 
members for spending a lot of time on this 
really difficult issue. And I thank you for 
coming into the White House today to give 
me a copy of this report. 

I’ve told the members that this report, 
called ‘‘The Way Forward,’’ will be taken 
very seriously by this administration. This re-
port gives a very tough assessment of the situ-
ation in Iraq. It is a report that brings some 
really very interesting proposals, and we will 
take every proposal seriously, and we will act 
in a timely fashion. 

The commission is headed up to Congress, 
and I urge the Members of Congress to take 
this report seriously. While they won’t agree 
with every proposal—and we probably won’t 
agree with every proposal—it, nevertheless, 
is an opportunity to come together and to 
work together on this important issue. 

The country, in my judgment, is tired of 
pure political bickering that happens in 
Washington, and they understand that on this 
important issue of war and peace, it is best 
for our country to work together. And I un-
derstand how difficult that is, but this report 
will give us all an opportunity to find com-
mon ground, for the good of the country— 
not for the good of the Republican Party or 
the Democrat Party, but for the good of the 
country. 

We can achieve long-lasting peace for this 
country, and it requires tough work. It also 
requires a strategy that will be effective. And 
we’ve got men and women of both political 
parties around this table who spent a lot of 
time thinking about the way forward in Iraq 
and the way forward in the Middle East, and 
I can’t thank them enough for your time. You 
could be doing a lot of other things. You 
could have had a lot more simple life than 
to allow your government to call you back 
into service, but you did allow us to call you 
back into service, and you’ve made a vital 
contribution to the country. Our fellow citi-
zens have got to know that it is possible for 
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people of good will to come together to help 
make recommendations on how to deal with 
a very serious situation. 

And we applaud your work. I will take it 
very seriously, and we’ll act on it in a timely 
fashion. Thank you very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:58 a.m. in the 
Cabinet Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to James A. Baker III and Lee 
H. Hamilton, cochairs, Iraq Study Group. The Of-
fice of the Press Secretary also released a Spanish 
language transcript of these remarks. 

Remarks Following Discussions With 
President Oscar Arias Sanchez of 
Costa Rica 
December 6, 2006 

President Bush. Mr. President, welcome. 
I’m glad to welcome you back to the White 
House. I appreciate the very important dis-
cussions we had. Our discussions started with 
the bilateral relationship between the United 
States and Costa Rica. It is an important rela-
tionship. It’s an important relationship when 
it comes to trade; it’s an important relation-
ship when it comes to interchanges between 
our governments and our peoples. 

Mr. President, you spent a lot of time talk-
ing about the importance of education, and 
I respect you for that, and I appreciate your 
emphasis on education. And we will inves-
tigate ways to determine whether or not the 
United States can help, if you so desire, on 
matters of education. And I congratulate you 
on being very successful in educating the 
younger children of your country. And I, 
again, admire your focus on extending the 
education through all grades in Costa Rica. 

Secondly, we spent time on CAFTA. It’s 
an important initiative for this administra-
tion. I appreciate your dedication to the issue 
of trade. The President understands full well 
that trade is the best way to help reduce pov-
erty around the world, and so he made it 
clear to me his deep desire for the United 
States to take the lead on the Doha round 
of the trade discussions, which I assured him 
we would. 

I appreciated very much your advice, Mr. 
President, on the neighborhood in which we 
live. I thank you for your clear vision when 

it comes to forms of government. And I ap-
preciate you sharing with me your insights 
as to the different countries and different 
leaders and how best that we can work to-
gether to achieve peace and stability. 

It’s an honor to have you here, sir. You 
represent a fine country that a lot of Ameri-
cans have had firsthand knowledge with. And 
I’m proud to welcome you. 

President Arias Sanchez. Well, thank 
you, Mr. President, for your time. This room 
is familiar to me. I visited the Oval Office 
in the past, during the Reagan years and 
when President Bush was President. I was 
telling President Bush that in the past, every 
time I came to the White House, it was not 
to talk about Costa Rica, but about Nica-
ragua, and I’m very happy that we had a 
chance to talk about Costa Rica this time. 

And as he just mentioned, my country is 
a small country—we produce what we do not 
consume, and we consume what we do not 
produce. This is why trade is so important 
to us. Costa Rica is a very open economy, 
is the second-largest open economy in this 
hemisphere, after Chile. And this is why 
CAFTA is important to us and this is why 
we’re so determined to approve CAFTA, rat-
ify CAFTA in our Congress as soon as pos-
sible. And we are in the process of initiating 
negotiations with the European Union about 
free trade agreement with the whole of Eu-
rope, the European Union. 

Concerning education, this is my priority. 
Peace was my priority 20 years ago; now it’s 
education. I was asking President Bush that 
his program, No Child Left Behind, could 
be applied in many Latin American coun-
tries. You are all aware that what explains 
our failures, among other things, is the fact 
that average schooling in Latin American 
countries is only 61⁄2 years, and that explains 
the social inequality and the poverty of our 
people. 

So at the beginning of the 21st century, 
we’re going to spend more on education, 
which is my dream and my determination to 
spend as much as 8 percent of GDP on edu-
cation. We are simply condemning our chil-
dren to remain poor as their grandfathers— 
and this is something that certainly the peo-
ple of Latin America don’t deserve. 
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